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This negation is not a psychical thing, nor is it a Christian
humility, nor again an inhibition as in the case of the evan-
gelized personality who is constantly recounting his sins.
Liberation is a perfect and complete adjustment in which all
of the parts of the personality are in perfect rapport with the
entity itself. The result is adeptship and liberation from the
wheel of personality rebirth.

The average student of philosophy is not going to accom-
plish liberation in the present life. There are more than two
billion personalities on the earth today, and of those now
living it is unlikely that more than three will accomplish
liberation in their present incarnation. These three will have
been faithful chelas of great masters for several lives.

It should be remembered that it is not necessary to attain
the ultimate illumination, such as that reached by Gautama
Buddha, in order to live well and happily through the
years of the present personality. Everyone could live better
than he does. Each could make a definite step forward,
bringing with it added security and happiness, if he would
live according to the Law. In the East the acceptance of
reincarnation and karma is the first conscious step on the
long road that leads to reality. These laws are part of the
esoteric teaching of every legitimate world religion, and the
acceptance of them is essential to entry upon the path.

Alter the student has committed himself to the doctrines
of rebirth and karma he must begin to live the gentle, im-
personal life that must accompany this commitment. Now
comes the greatest point of danger. Having discovered a
part of truth, but still partaking of considerable ignorance,
the mind has a tendency to go off on tangents and to
concoct innumerable erroneous beliefs relating to the subject.
This has been the common calamity in the West. A phase
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of this mistake is indifference to the misfortunes of others.
The attitude becomes one of “they have earned it so let them
suffer it.” This is not healthy. No matter how wise we may
become, or how stupid others may appear to be, it is the duty
of the disciple to assist the uninformed in any way possible.

Another phase is an intolerance toward people of other
beliefs and a sense of personal superiority. Such attitudes
destroy the improvement that has been gained, and the next
personality sent out by the entity will probably be deprived
of the knowledge of rebirth.

For the student just coming into the belief in rebirth and
karma, or slightly advanced in the doctrine, certain sugges-
tions may be in order. In the first place, live normally and
happily. Prove that knowledge has increased tolerance and
understanding, and not limited them. Balance the temper-
ament, advancing simultaneously along several lines of ac-
complishment if possible. Do not become improvident, but
realize that when the time comes for you to be free from
physical responsibilities the entity will free you. Do not
attempt virtues beyond your understanding simply because
others tell about them. Do not aim at immediate emanci-
pation or you will be sorely disappointed. Apply your be-
liefs to the circumstances affecting your life, and make sure
that they work when they differ from your personal prefer-
ences. Teach them to others, but never force them upon a
person who does not desire the knowledge of these laws. Do
not permit impersonality to chill or harden your life, or
permit yourself to become indifferent to social or environ-
mental problems. Live what you believe, but make sure
that you actually believe what you live. If you do there will
be no conflict, and in a few hundred more lives you will
achieve liberation, normally and beautifully.
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The Books say well, my Brothers! each man’s life
The outcome of his former living is;

The bygone wrongs bring forth sorrows and woes,
The bygone right breeds bliss.

That which ye sow ye reap. See yonder fields!
The sesamum was sesamum, the corn

Was corn. The Silence and the Darkness knew!
So is a man’s fate born.

He cometh, reaper of the things he sowed,
Sesamum, corn, so much cast in past birth;

And so much weed and poison-stuff, which mar
Him and the aching earth.

If he shall labor rightly, rooting these,

And planting wholesome scedlings where they grew,
Fruitful and fair and clean the ground shall be,

And rich the harvest due.

—The Light of Asta

NIRVANA

The laws of rebirth and karma are not ends in themselves,
but means toward the accomplishment of the supreme end,
nirvana. All lives lead toward the summit of life, the entity
itself. When the cycle of bodies has been completed, and
the personalities have fulfilled their various destinies, the
cycle of life ends.

Nirvana is defined by Professor Rhys-Davids as the dying
out of the three fires of the personality. The smoldering
desires, ambitions, and attachments ultimately die out. The
northern Buddhist waits patiently for liberation from the
involvements of material existence. He secks to untangle the
snarled threads of life; he seeks selflessness within himself;
he aspires to the All by becoming nothing.

It is difhicult for the Westerner, with his concept of the
superpersonality and a fond belief in the eternity of personal
consciousness, to find comfort and peace along the ways of
Eastern thought. To the Occidental there is something nega-
tive in the passive strength of Buddhist teachings. But the
East is old in conquest, pillage, and power. It has perceived
inwardly the uselessness and impermanence of temporal supe-
riority. The Eastern monk turns from the illusion of the
world to the reality of the Law, and finds in the Law the
perfect code of life.
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For the average man and woman nirvana is not an im-
minent concern. It is a product of a development far be-
yond that possible for the average person. The arhats medi-
tate upon the nirvana. But for the “houscholder” the prob-
lem is to live well now and not incline the mind to useless
speculation about unattained ultimates.

The only reason that it is necessary to discuss nirvana in
a book dealing with reincarnation and karma is because an
intelligent life must be based upon a rational concept of the
true meaning of life. While we believe in heaven and hell,
we can never live the Law. As long as the after-death state
is associated with a golden city with jeweled gates, it is im-
possible to think life through or to build toward personal
integrity. There must be a decision within the individual to
determine whether there is sufficient wisdom to renounce
the concept of heaven and to cling to the concept of nirvana.

Nirvana is the suspension of all action; the inevitable
result of advanced philosophical knowledge. It is truly the
state of the entity undefiled and uncomplicated. It is pure
nature; the suspension of activity as the result of a full
knowledge of the purpose and the plan of mortal existence.

The belief in reincarnation and karma is useless unless
coupled with a reasonable doctrine concerning the ultimate
state of man. After physical death the personality, according
to the Tibetan notion, enters the western paradise; the glori-
ous dwelling place of the Dhyani Buddha Amitabha. Here
the decarnate entity, as one of the blessed dead, wanders
through the gardens of Sukhavati.

There is little difference between this concept and that of
the paradisiacal sphere of the early Christian church. Theo-
logians would have us believe that virtuous souls dwell to-
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gether in a mystical land of beauty and contentment. These
also are Egypt’s Aaru gardens, and the pleasant lands of the
later Greeks. This likewise is Valhalla where the Nordic he-
roes feast together; the red man’s Happy Hunting Grounds,
where the Indian braves build their tepees in the sky and
snare phantoms with their nets.

This intermediate condition is merely the sleeping or
death side of life and should never be regarded as an ultimate
condition. It is but the sphere of good karma. Righteous

action results in a tranquil place of happiness; the Isles of the
Blessed.

Nirvana finds no accurate description in any of the reli-
gious systems of the world. It is a return to the All-Father;
something beyond the shadowland, the place where the great
sachems go; the place of no return. Nirvana is far from the
star-spangled plains of space in the midst of which rises
Indra’s palace with its golden dome. In Egypt the god of
the adytum stood with one finger pressed to his lips, the
proper symbol of silence concerning the greater mysteries.
From paradise men may return again to earth, but from the
nirvana none¢ returns.

It should not be supposed that the entity enters nirvana.
The attainment of nirvana is an experience of the final per-
sonality returning to the unconditioned consciousness of the
entity itsclf. Nor is nirvana the end of evolution; it is merely
the end of evolution as we know it, but not the end of
growth. The entity will send forth no more personalities,
but in the next great cycle of life the entity will create an-
other type of extension and achieve growth by other means.

Nirvana, then. is the end of the personality-forming attri-
bute of the entity.
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In the Tibetan cosmogony the world (the forms of per-
sonality) is slowly dissolved at the end of a cycle of mani-
festation. This is a symbolic description of nirvana when
all that remains of the world is the bridge of the Siddhas.
The siddhis of the saints are the supersubstantial virtues which
have been transferred to the entity by the process of rebirth,
and therefore do not perish. At last, however, even the Sid-
dhas go to sleep, floating in their mysterious ship over the
great deep; the vacant sphere of personality. It is said that
only Adi-Buddha remains; the permanent entity sits in pro-
found contemplation above the deep. There are no bodies;
only silence and the self. It is then written that Adi-Buddha
itself, the supreme lord of its bodies, rests in introspection;
its forces and potentials are subjectified; it meditates in-
wardly upon its own heart. By this meditation disassocia-
tion is achieved. The self becomes selfless, and waits.

At the dawn of the next cycle of evolution the eye of the
self is opened, nirvana is over. With the previous nirvana
time became eternity; with the reawakening, eternity be-
comes time. The Lord of the Experiences Adi-Buddha spins
the new wheel and sends forth the next cycle of life. The
old world is gone; the old personalities are gone; the old
joys and the old sorrows are gone. New rules and new
laws govern the new manifestation. In the new manvantara
(world cycle) a new part of Adi-Buddha achieves evolution
in a new part of space. Humanity is gone; it remains only
as a memory in the eternal mind. The new creation we
may not name, but like man it has its beginning and its end,
and only the ageless entity survives all the changes. There-
fore the Hindus call this entity the golden thread upon
which are strung together like beads, planets and souls,
worlds and beings.
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Most Orientalists have not sensed the true picture of the
nirvana. They think it is an evasion; a running away from
existence; an escape into nothingness. Only those greatly
enlightened, like the Buddha himself, realize that it is only
the end of an order. The known must pass away that the
unknown may be revealed.

There is no immortality for man; no continuity of per-
sonalities. There is one entity emanating new personalities
from the substance of accumulated experience. Only the
entity by its true nature is immortal; only the entity endures
all the changes that happen in the infinite duration of space
and time. The personalities as drops of experience endure
with the entity as part of the entity, but not as personalitics
or individualities. Personalities are merely units of experi-
ence which enrich the entity as it meditates away the ages.

Reincarnation and karma are the great laws; the diamond
truths. Through the understanding of these laws the person-
ality overcomes its innate egotism, and lives for the sake of
the entity and not for its own sake. Hundreds of personali-
ties bestow their part and bring their offerings of accomplish-
ment. Thus enriched, the entity finally emits one personality
in which all of the virtues of past lives are embodied. This
is the supreme incarnation; this is the world teacher. Having
manifested this final sublime embodiment the entity returns
this personality to itself and human evolution is finished.

We are each part of this plan. Each personality that
populates this earth is the visible symbol of an evolving
entity that remains above, building and waiting. Each of us
as personalities is fulfilling the expectancy of the previous
personalities of whose very natures we are composed. We
in turn are building our life and our experience into body
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patterns that are to follow. This is the philosophy of
reincarnation and karma; the wheel of birth and death
which ceases to turn only when the last enlightened person-
ality of our body-chain achieves the illumination.
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POSTSCRIPT
TO THE FIFTH EDITION

In the twenty-eight years since the original publication of this
book, humanity has passed through many critical events, which
have brought about important, and even terrifying, changes.
The world has suffered the tragic experiences of World War
II, and the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki ushered
in the atomic age. Nuclear research has resulted in an intensive
program of space exploration, and the minds of the young
have turned avidly to the intriguing mysteries of interplanetary
travel and the development of innumerable electronic devices.
But along with this intensification of knowledge, there has
been a marked increase of neurotic ailments and psychotic
pressures. The rapid advance of materialistic and mechanistic
attitudes has undermined the moral life of man, and has left
very little in the way of securities to comfort the hearts and
souls of disturbed persons, especially those who have not yet
attained full psychological maturity.

The prevailing confusion and instability have affected man’s
personal philosophy of life and living. He has become in-
creasingly disillusioned in the concept of progress, and he is
no longer certain that the brilliant minds of his time have any
real solutions to the heartaches that afflict this generation. A
new morality is necessary. New ethical convictions must arise
from social research programs, and science must ultimately
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reveal a pattern of practical ideals that will enable men to
live together with hope and confidence.

Many beliefs and opinions have fallen by the wayside under
the relentless rejections of the scientific mind. Strangely enough,
the belief in reincarnation has not been adversely affected,
nor have recent discoveries invalidated, or even weakened, the
philosophical foundations of this ancient doctrine. In fact, it
is gaining greater recognition from trained minds than any
other solution that has been offered for the riddle of human
origin and destiny.

The theory of reincarnation provides strong ethical incentives
to right conduct, supplies reasonable inducements for the arbi-
tration of national and international difficulties, and points the
way for the future integration of both the individual and
society. It is an idealistic concept founded upon the exact op-
erations of universal laws, and these laws have already be-
come the principal objects of scientific thought. Of course,
the scientist can accept or reject any interpretation of the uni-
verse, but he cannot disprove that the operation of the law of
cause and effect, which is everywhere obvious in nature, is a
directing force in the evolutionary unfoldment of man.

Another change that has taken place in the last twenty-eight
years concerns the old concept of infallibilities that dominated
the 19th century and extended through the first third of the
20th century. Convinced that learning had attained its full
maturity, and that what was already known could never be
successfully assailed, the sciences had locked themselves in
crystallized opinions to be defended at all costs, After World
War 11, a strange liberation took place in human conscious-
ness. As it suddenly became obvious that a generation that
believed it had solved everything, was falling before a new
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way of life, authority lost much of its influence. Many thought-
ful persons became embittered and disillusioned through the
realization that very few practical answers had been found for
war, poverty, crime, and mental illness.

One of the indirect results of the second world war was
the development of a world attitude toward the religious and
philosophic needs of disillusioned men and women. Up to that
time, the strongest exponents of the doctrine of reincarnation
had been the Asiatic nations, and of these, the most articulate
were India, Ceylon, and Japan. Since the war, we have come
into an entirely new relationship with nearly one billion hu-
man beings who accept reincarnation as a perfectly natural,
healthy, and useful belief. And what is probably more impor-
tant to Western man, many of the Eastern countries have un-
dergone extremely rapid political, economic, and social de-
velopment. It was easy for the West to depreciate a doctrine
that was assumed to be restricted to countries still backward,
underprivileged, and heathenistic. The average Occidental com-
pared himself, with his wealth, Juxury, and physical security,
to the poverty-stricken Asiatics and was hardly inclined to give
their beliefs much consideration.

Now all this has changed. It is scarcely possible to insist that
religious uniformity can be the basis of world peace; nor can
we know people well, and share in their projects, without be-
coming aware that they may be wonderful persons, with deep
and secure moral and spiritual codes. We can no longer con-
vince ourselves that the Japanese people are still slowly emerg-
ing from feudalism. In Asia today, believers in reincarnation
are active in all areas of industry and research. In Japan, for
example, a Buddhist may be the president of a great transistor
industry, the chairman of the board of a shipbuilding firm
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that dominates the world market, the director of a leading
bank, the head of a progressive political movement, or a world
famous biologist or physicist carrying on research in the Tokyo
Hospital. Such men can hardly be written off as old-fashioned
eccentrics who may be excused for their strange beliefs. It is
also interesting to realize that the honorable Mr, U Thant,
secretary-general of the United Nations, is a Burmese Buddhist.

All these conditions have opened the way for a more sym-
pathetic exchange of ideas and a considerable increase of in-
terest, on the part of Western people, in Oriental beliefs,
especially in the Buddhist philosophy. Twenty-five years ago,
very few persons in the United States had ever heard of Zen,
and fewer still were able to distinguish between the various
major schools of Eastern philosophy. Since that time, a num-
ber of Oriental terms have been added to the English vocabu-
lary, the concepts for which these terms stand have become
increasingly familiar, and books on the East are more numer-
ous than ever before,

Not only has the doctrine of reincarnation gained in popu-
lar interest, but the researches carried on for evidence in sup-
port of the belief have been far from negligible. While there
has been no actual breakthrough by which it can be affirmed
that the doctrine of rebirth has been proved for all people and
for all time, its advocates are no longer ridiculed or suspected
of feeble-mindedness. Efforts have been made to estimate the
number of persons in the United States and Europe who now
believe that man has lived before in this world and is likely
to live here again. The estimates vary, but it is suspected that
the number may be more than ten millions.

The standard literature of the subject remains much the
same as when our book was first issued. Actually, nearly
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everything that could be said was expounded more than two
thousand years ago by Buddha, Pythagoras, and Plato. What
this generation is providing is an increasing number of inci-
dents that seem to strongly support the teaching of metempsy-
chosis. As may be expected, many such cases have come to
light in Asia, but a new dimension has been added to the
older approach to the problem. Eastern countries are pro-
ducing their own scientists, well trained in research procedure
—accredited men, whose reports cannot be easily disregarded
and whose rights to be heard are equal to that of any Western
scientist.

Take, for example, the case of Dr. Hamendra Banerjee,
who is Director of Parapsychology at the University of Rajas-
than in India. The doctor has recently flown to Northumber-
land, England, to make a preliminary examination of a re-
markable instance in which the parents of twin girls have
become convinced—actually, almost against their wills—that
these children are the re-embodiments of two previous daugh-
ters who were killed in a road accident. The evidence, as it
now stands, precludes the possibility of much wishful think-
ing. The parents belong to an extremely conservative Christian
religious denomination, which is basically opposed to the idea
of reincarnation, but it has been difficult to deny the facts
that have come to light in the course of recent years.

In this amazing case, one child has a white scar running
down the forehead, and the other, a birth mark above her
left hip; the deceased children had identical markings, in the
same places, on their bodies. The present children recognized
articles and toys that had belonged to them in their former
lives. There are also certain mannerisms that are meaningful
to the parents, although they might not be especially significant
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to strangers. The most important data, of course, is concerned
with the continuance of memory by which these children re-
call incidents from their former lives. The details of the case
appeared in the June 11, 1966, edition of “Weekend Maga-
zine,” which is issued with a newspaper called “The Sun,”
published in Montreal, Canada. Dr. Banerjee insists that he
is not attempting to build an argument for reincarnation. He
only wishes to discover the true facts involved and allow
every individual to come to his own conclusions.

Another contemporary scholar whose interests lie in this area,
and who further indicates the present attitude on the subject,
is Dr. Jan Stevenson, Professor and Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Psychiatry and Neurology at the University of Vir-
ginia. He is also following up Dr. Banerjee's investigations
and studying the twin girls in England. Dr. Stevenson’s re-
cent book, Twenty Cases Suggestive of Reincarnation, pub-
lished in New York in 1966 by The American Society for
Psychical Research, reveals a new spirit of camaraderie in the
related fields of psychological and psychic matters.

Somewhat earlier, but of interest to all concerned, is Re-
incarnation: An East-West Anthology, including quotations
from the world religions and over four hundred Western
thinkers. This was compiled and edited by Joseph Head and
S. L. Cranston, and was published by The Julian Press, Inc.,
New York, 1961. This book certainly builds up a strong sup-
port for the belief in rebirth, proving conclusively that many
of the most honored names in learning have been personally
convinced that they have lived on earth before.

In most fields, a book originally published nearly thirty
years ago would be considered obsolete. This is not the case
with any basic text dealing with reincarnation. Interest in the
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subject grows whenever the human being is forced to face the
realities of strenuous times. Without the doctrine of reincarna-
tion, too much of human life appears to lead only to futility.
Unless man has a purpose, the entire evolutionary process is
meaningless. And unless this purpose is being advanced by the
sorrows of living, our daily misfortunes are nothing more nor
less than utter tragedy. It is difficult to imagine that this vast
unfoldment of the universe is without a plan, and that man
has been placed here merely to perish with the institutions
and monuments he erects.

Sanity demands a better way of life. The preservation of
our cultural and moral heritage must depend upon the con-
viction that space is meaningful, that time is necessary to the
attainment of ends, and that in space and through time, the
human being is unfolding the eternity locked within himself.
How can we escape the perfectly reasonable possibility that
we came from somewhere, that we are here for a purpose,
and that we shall continue our search for truth until we are one

with Infinite Life?

—Manly P. Hall
March 1967
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Aaru, rcference to, 199

Abhedananda, Swami; quoted on
rebirth, 25

Acculents, explained according to re-
incarnation and karma, 167

Action, causes of, 176
Adam, his soul reborn as David, 81
Adi-Buddha, the Supreme Lord, 200

Africa, belief in rebirth among
tribes of, 11

After-death state: 155 et sequ.
According to the pre-Homeric
Greeks, 155
Analysis of processes of, 157 et
sequ.

Its eflect upon the compound
nature of man, 156
Albigenses, believed in rebirth, 94
Alger, Rev. William; on rebirth, 100

Algonquins, teachings of rebirth
among, 75
All-Father, return to, 199
Alternation, the law of, in the teach-
ings of rebirth, 167
Amenti, the blessed land of the
Egyptan dead, 155
American Indians, belief in rebirth
among tribes of, 65 et sequ.
Amitabha, reference ta, 198
Ammonius Saccas, mentioned, 55
Anastasius, on rebirth, 91
Animals:
And reincarnation, 117 et sequ.
Defense of the rights of, 118
Difference between men and,
117; in rebirth processes, 118
How long out of incarnation,
pe 120
Not completely individualized, 118
Pain suffered by, 120
Porphyry's view on, 117

Anthropoids, place in evalution, 123
Anthropos, the permanent entity,
according to Gnostics, 163
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Anthroposophical Society, teaches re
birth, 101

Apollonius of Tyana:
His celebrated journey to India, 54
Reference to, 53

Arhats, reference to, 198

Aristotle, preserved Plato’s teach-
ings, 54

Arnobius, implies belief in rebirth. 91

Atharva Veda, references to rebirth
in, 22

Aryan Hindus, karma of, 131

Amkaéythc Constantine of Buddhism,
p-

Astral light, dangers of, 161

Atlantis, karma of, 132

Atonement, vicarious, discussed, 183

Augustine, St.; on rebirth, 90

Avatar:
Difference between human beings

and, 136
Gautama Buddha, an, 134
Incarnation of a divine being, 133
Intercession, an attribute of, 135
Not subject to law of evolution,
p. 134
Avatar worship, in China, 134

Babism, rebirth a cardinal doctrine
of, 62
Bahuprajah, implying rebirth, 21
Bardo:' Sthc Tibetan Book of the Dead,
p.
Baring-Gould, Dr. S.; on primitive
belief in rebirth, 73
Bhagavad-Gira, references to reincar-
nation in, 23-24
Bhattacharyya, Haridas; quoted on
rebirth, 25
Bhava Chakra, Wheel of the Law,
description of, 46
Bible, the:
New Testament, intimations of
rebirth in, 83 et sequ.
Old Testament, reincarnation in,
77 et sequ.

INDEX 219

Birth, human state prior to, 114

Bodhisattva, definition of, 19

Bon, the pre-Buddhist religion of
Tibet, 42

Bonaventura, St.; mentioned, 94

Boro Budur, sculpturings on, 34

Brahmanism, reincarnation a major
tenet of, 24

Brown, John P.; quoted on rebirth
in Islam, 62-63

Bruno, Giordano; accused of beliet
in metempsychosis, 100

Buddha:
Definition of, 19
His dcfinition of karma, 28
His explanation of rebirth, 28
Previous lives of, 33 et sequ.
Quotation from, 191

Buddhahood, attainment of, through
rebirth, 33

Buddhism:
And Christianity, attempts to rec-
oncile, 184
Migrations of, 43
Buddhist doctrine of salvation, 189
Burbank, Luther; mentioned, 121
Burma, memory of past life in, 149

Cambridge Platonists, championed
rebirth, 55

Campanella, Thomas; mentoned, 94

Catholicism, on rebirth, 94; 99

Cherokee Indians, accepted rebirth,
pp. 66-67

China:
Buddhism in, 57 et sequ.
Emperor worship in, 134
Invention of printing in, 57
Rebirth taught in, 32

Chinese Buddhists, on rebirth, 58

Christ:
Compared with Krishna, 133
Intimations of rebirth in teachings
of, 83
The divine incarnation, 135
Christianity, and Buddhism, attempts
to reconcile, 184
Clement of Alexandria; on St. Paul's
belief in rebirth, 91
Compensation, law of, see karma
Crusades, mentioned, 132
Cudworth, Ralph; accepted rebirth,
p. 55
Cycle of Necessity, 19

Dalai Lama:
Mecthod of sclecting a, 43
The embodiment of bodhisattva
Avalokita, 41

Damis, disciple of Apollonius, 54
Death, the fear of, 192
Decotas, rebirth taught among, 75
Deformities, explained in terms of
reincarnation and karma, 167
Demigods, a higher order of life, 123
Dervishes, their acceptance of rebirth,
p. 63
Devi, Shanti, see Shanti Devi
Dharma:
Definition of, 20
The power of selective action, 175
Diamond Sutra, numerous references
to rebirth in, 58
Diamond truths, the great laws, 201
Disease, related to heredity or karma,
p. 166
D'Isracli, Isaac; quoted on rebirth,
p. 106
Druids, believed in rebirth, 11
Druses, taught re-embodiment, 62

Earthquakes, as clectrical phenom-
cna, 127
Ecuador, belief in rebirth among
Eastern Indians of, 75
Edison, Thomas; mentioned, 101
Ego:
Definition of, 18
Neo-Platonic definition of, 163
Egypt, divinity of pharaohs of, 134
Elias the Prophet, reference to, 85
Emanations, Gnostic doctrine of, 163
Emerson, quoted on rebirth, 107
Empedocles, on rebirth, 51
Emperor worship, 134
Erigena, Johannes Scotus; mentioned,
p. 94
Eskimos:
Cycle of rebirth according to, 66
Reincarnation taught by, 10
Essenes:
Among sects teaching rebirth, 82
Teachings of, 87-88
Ethics, reincarnation and, 113
Evil, mystery of, 9
Evolutionary processes, 109

Fatalism, not taught in reincarnation,
p. 177
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Fate, versus free-will, 175 et sequ.
Fichte, mentioned, 105
Ford, Henry:
Believed in rebirth, 101
Quoted on rebirth, 112-113
Founer, accepted rebirth, 35
Francis of Assisi, St.; mentioned, 94
Franklin, Benjamin; his epitaph, 104-
105
Free-will, versus fate, 175 et sequ.

Gandhi, Mchandes; mentioned, 108

Gebers, among sects teaching re-
birth, 82

Gems, magical powers of, 127

Genghis Khan, mentioned, 132

Genius:
A result of rebirth, 179
Effect of glands upon, 181
Mystery of, 114

Glands, effect upon personality, 181
Gnosticism:

Favored rebirth, 84
Its definition of the incarnating
ego, 163
God, incarnating through his avatars,
p. 136
Goddard, Dr. Dwight; converted to
rebirth, 102
Goethe, quoted on rebirth, 105-106
Good and evil, mystery of, 9
Gregory of Nyassa, St.; on reincar-
nation, 91
Growth:
Moral and ethical, 115
Motivated by karma, 110

Haggard, Sir H. Rider; quoted on
rebirth, 108

Hara-kin, mentioned, 170

Harmony, in the personality, 182

Heraclitus, on previous lives of
Pythagoras, 49

Herder, mentioned, 105

Hinayana, Buddhist school, 30

Homer, referred to, 21

Hospitals, for animals, instituted by
Buddhism, 117

Hume, David:
Accepted rebirth, 55
Quoted on rebirth, 105

Huxley, Prof. Thomas H.; quoted on
rebirth, 107

Hypatia, mentioned, 96

Iamblichus, mentioned, 55
Illumination, the way to, 194
Immortality:
Definition of, 17
Man assumes fact of, 111
Incarnations:
Divine, or avatars, 133
Interval between, 132
sec also Previous lives
Incas, belief in rebirth among, 73
Inge, Dean; on rebirth, 98
Insanity, explained in terms of re-
incarnation and karma, 167
Instinct, operating in animal world,
p. 119
Institutes of Manu, references to re-
birth in, 22

Jalal-ud-Din, see Jelalu-d-Din

James, George Wharton; on Amer-
ican Indian belief in rebirth, 71-72

Japan:
Emperor worship in, 134
Rebirth taught in, 32

Jataka, Buddha's previous lives de-
scribed in, 34

Jelalu-'d-Din, quoted on rebirth, 63

Jerome, St.; on transmigration, 90

Jesus, intimations of rebirth in teach-
ings of, 83 et sequ.

Jewish belief in reincarnation, 80 et
sequ.

Jiva, reincarnation of, 25

John the Baptist, mentioned, 84

Johnanites, among sects teaching re-
birth, 82

Josephus, on reincarnation, 81

Julian, Emperor (Roman); believed
in rebirth, 54

Justin the Martyr, asserting re-em-
bodiment of human soul, 91

Karma:

As solution to human problems, 9

Collective, pertaining to nations
and races, 129

Controls law of reincarnaton, 163

Defined by Buddha, 28

Definition of, 20

Dependent upon action, 176

Growth motivated by, 110

Not operative in animal kingdom,
p. 119

Philosophically explained, 144 et
sequ,
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Quotation from Buddha, concern-
ing, 29
Resulting from suicide, 170
Versus forgiveness of sin, 183 et
sequ.
Kobo Daishi, reference to, 60
Koran:
Implication of rebirth in, 61
Sacred book of Islam, 61
Korea, Buddhism in, 59
Krishna:
Compared with Christ, 133
The eighth avatar of Vishnu, 133
Kundalini, mentioned, 183

Lamaism, definition of, 44
Lamas, duties of, 45
Landa, Diego de; on Mayan re-
ligion, 74
Law, universal:
Acceptance of, 187
Has no exceptions, 185
Learning, Plato’s concept of, 114
Leibnitz, mentioned, 104
LePlongeon, Dr.; on reincarnation
among Maya and Quiche Indians,
p. 11
Leroux, accepted rebirth, 55
Lessing, mentioned, 105
Liberation:
Definition of, 193
Disciplines of, 189 ct sequ.
Life cycle, length of, 165
Life wave, human; the entities
which compose it, 109
Light of Asia, The, quoted, 196
Love, definition of, 137
Lutoslawski, W.; describes belief in
rebirth in early Christian Church,
p. 93

Mahahharata, references to rebirth in.
p. 23
Mahayana, Buddhist school, 30-31
Manes, taught rebirth, 90
Manichacans, accepted doctrine of
rebirth, 94
Manvantara (world cycle), reference
to, 200
Marriage, philosophical meaning of,
p. 140
Mary of Magdala, reference to, 93
Mavas:
Believed in rebirth, 11
Religion of, 74

Memory of past lives, 19
Mendelian law of heredity, 166
Menuhin, Ychudi; mentioned, 179
Mercier, Cardinal; on rebirth, 99
Mercy-killing, mentioned, 169
Metempsychosis:
Definition of, 16
In Hindu sacred writings, 22
Mineral World, reincarnation in,
125 et sequ.
Minerals:
Condensation of, at remote time,
p. 128
Death of, 127
Mohammed, teachings of, 61 et sequ.
Monad, definition of, 18
Moore, George Foot; on rebirth, 103
Morality, reincarnation and, 113
More, Henry; and the Cambridge
Platonists, mentioned, 55
Moslem, belief in rebirth, 62

Nalanda, great Buddhist university,
p. 31
Napoleon I, incident concerning, 106
National heritage, 130
Nations, patron divinities of, 129
Nazarenes, among sects teachings
rebirth, 82
Necessity, cycle of, 19
Nemesius, on metempsychosis, 91
Neo-Platonism:
Accepted doctrine of reincarnation,
p. 55
Its definition of the ego, 163
New Testament, intimations of re-
birth in, 83 et sequ.
Nichiren, reference to, 60
Nietzsche, quoted on rebirth, 107
Nirvana:
As release from rebirth, 30 et sequ.
As suspension of action, 158
As the end of evolution, 199
As the supreme end, 197 et sequ.
Definition of, by Prof. Rhys-
Davids, 197

Odin, an embodied deity, 134
Origen, on rebirth, 92

Orpheus, doctrines of, 52
Oversoul, description of, 163-164

Padma Sambhava, founder of
Lamaism, 31
Pain, suffered by animals, 120
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Palingenesis, definition of, 17
Parsis, doctrine of rebirth among, 26
Past life, authentic memory of, 147
et sequ.
Past lives, memory of, 19; 141 et
sequ,
Paul, St.; taught rebirth, according to
Clement of Alexandria, 91
Perfection, a relative term, 165
Personality:
A projection of the permanent
entity, 180
Harmony of parts of, 182
Impermanence of, 201
Rebirth of, 18
Pezzani, Andre; attempted to recon-
cile rebirth with Catholicism, 55,56
Pﬁaed;l of Plato, quoted on rebirth,
p.
Philo Judacus, taught rebirth, 82
Picart, Bernard; on beliefs of Incas,
p. 73
Pistis Sophia, references to rebirth in,
p. 93
Plant kingdom:
Collective entity of, 123
Experiments with, 122
Group consciousness of, 122
Plants, constitution of, 121
Plato:

On learning, 114
On rebirth, 51

Platonic Academy, taught reincar-
nation, 54

Platonism, on suicide, 169
Plotinus, mentioned, 55
Porphyry:

On rebirth, 55

On the state of animals, 117

Prayer, in the light of rebirth and
karma, 164

Precocity, dangers of, 180
Pre-existence, definition of, 17

Priscillianists, accepted doctrine of
rebirth, 94
Proclus:
Believed himself reincarnation of
Micromachus, 55
Mentioned, 55
Proverbs, hint of reincarnation in, 79
Providence, examination of the
accidents of, 111
Psychology of reincarnation, 189

Pythagoras:
Accused of teaching transmigra-
tion, 50
On rcbirth, 49

Quetzalcoat!, as incarnation of the
planet Venus, 134
Quiches, believed in rebirth, 11

Races, evolution of, 129
Racial heritage, 130
Radin, Dr. Paul; quoted on beliefs
of Winnebago, 69-70
Rebirth:
Definition of, 10; 15
Explanation of, by Buddha, 28
See also Reincarnation
Reincarnation:
Alternation of sex in, 138
As democratic concept, 112
As escape mechanism, 146
As solution to human problems, 9
Authentic memory of a past life,
147 et sequ.

Clarifies human relationships, 192
Collective, pertaining to nations
and races, 129 et sequ.
Controlled by law of karma, 163

Dependent upon action, 176

Does not teach indifference, 195

Helps man overcome worldliness,
p. 115

History of, in early Christian
Church, 92

Idealistic content of, 190

In the mineral world, 125 et sequ.
In the plant world, 121 et sequ.
Laws governing, 164-168

Not fatalistic, 177

Philosophical aspects of, 142 et
sequ.

Psychology of, 189

Taught by: American Indians, 71-
72: Anthroposophical Society,
101; Cambridge Platonists, 55;
Cherokee Indians, 66-67; Deco-
tas, 75; Dervishes, 63; Druids,
11; Druses, 62; Eskimos, 10;
Essenes, 82: Gebers, 82; Johnan-
ites, 82; Manichacans 94; Mayas,
11; Nazarenes, 82; Neo-Platon-
ists, 55; Priscillianists, 94; Qui-
ches, 11; Rosicrucians, 101;
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Sioux Indians, 68; Thecosophical
Society, 26; Therapeutae, 83;
Vedantists, 25; Winnebago, 69;
Yoga sect, 25

Reincarnations, interval between, 132

Republic of Plato, rebirth referred to
in, 52

Responsibility, personal, in relation
to rebirth, 110

Revelation, Book of; refers to rebirth,
p. 86

Rig Veda, continuity of lives implied
in, 21

Roman Catholic Church:
And reincarnation, 94
See also Catholicism

Roman Empire, decline of, 132

Rome, divinity of the emperor, 134

Rosicrucian Fellowship, teaches re-
birth, 101

Sale, George: refers to pre-Islamic
Arabian belief in rebirth, 61
Salvation, Buddhist doctrine of, 189

Samsara, definition of, 15

Sattva, defined, 18

Schlagintweit, quotation on rebirth,
p. 46

Schlegel, mentioned, 105

Schoolcraft, Henry Rowe; on belief
in reincarnation among American

Indians, 74

Schopenhauer, quoted on rebirth,
p- 106

Serpent Power, The, quotation on re-
birth from, 25

Sexes, division of at a remote time,
p. 109

Shant Devi:
The case of, 147 et sequ.
Records concerning the case of,

pp. 150-154
Shintoism, reference to, 59
Siddhis, definition of, 200

Sioux:
Inclined toward belief in rebirth,
pp. 67-68

Quotations relating to their belief
in rebirth, 68
Socrates:
Mentioned, 95
Philosophy of, 172
Solomon, reference to, 85
Soul-mates, doctrine of, 137 et sequ.

Specialization, danger of excessive,
p. 181

Spinoza, Baruch; quoted on rebirth,
p. 103

Spirit, analysis of nature of, 17

Stirling, M. W.; describes rebirth as
taught in Eastern Ecuador, 75

Sufi, reference to, 191
Suicide:
Did Socrates commit, 171
Inclination to, 173
In the light of rebirth, 169 et sequ.
Greater tendency toward during
climacteric years, 174
Karmic results of, 170
Platonic view of, 169
Suicide, the:
Not a lost soul, 171
State of after death, 171

Sukhavati, reference to, 198
Synesius, on rebirth, 92

Tagore, Rabindranath; mentioned,
p. 108

Talmud, mentioned, 80

Tantrik acceptance of rebirth, 25

Tashi Lama, embodiment of supreme
Buddha Amitabha, 41

Taylor, Thomas:
On rebirth, 16
Reference to rebirth, 56
Temperament, balanced by discipline.
p. 195
Tertullian, mentioned, 82
Theosophical Society, teaches rebirth,
p. 26
Therapeutae, among sects teaching
rebirth, B3
Tibet:
Rebirth taught in, 31
Ruled by a reincarnating theo-
cracy, 41
Tibetan Art bearing on rebirth, 164
Transitional forms between kingdoms,
p. 123
Transmigration, definition of, 16
Troy, the gods of, 129
Tylor, Dr. E. B.; father of modern
anthropology, quoted on rebirth,
p. 107

Upanishads, references to rebirth in,
p. 22

Valhalla, reference to, 199
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Vedantic school, tcachings of rebirth
in, 25

Vedas, ancient Hindu sacred books
p. 21

Vishnu, ten incarnations of, 133
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